
11 December 2008

Ibu Junisa
Jalan Benda NO.19
Kemang Selatan
Jakarta 12560

Dear JI:, ""JI.c" ,sQ ~

Please accept my deepest condolences to you and your
family on the passing of Pak Ali Alatas.

I first met Pak Ali in 1989 at the first Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) meeting in Canberra. We were then leading our
respective delegations to the meeting. With the other ASEAN
members, we played an active role to make sure that APEC was well
launched with a substantive agenda of regional cooperation and
trade liberalisation, and with ASEAN occupying a central place in the
organisation.

My colleagues and I had many opportunities to work with
Pak Ali over the years, in his capacity as Foreign Minister and even
after he retired from that post. Most recently, Pak Ali served on the
Eminent Persons Group which prepared the Report on the ASEAN
Charter. The Report was adopted by the ASEAN leaders, and the
ASEAN Charter has been signed and ratified and will come into effect
next week.

Pak Ali was a trusted and able Indonesian minister, who
applied his energies and intellect to advance his country's interests.
He was resourceful in negotiations and formidable in argument.
Indonesia being the largest country in ASEAN and Singapore the
smallest one, from time to time we would have different perspectives




